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The Bad Guy is Native??

by Skawennati Tricia Fragnito

I love science fiction. It doesn't make a differ-
ence to me if it was written in the fifties and
blathers on about how the human race has
grown up to be a planetful of kind and gener-
ous self-actualized beings, or if it's from the dis-
enchanted eighties and describes scenarios of a
dystopian, apocalyplic, it-only-gets-worse Earth.
Either way, we get Lo imagine our fulure.

And what a rich and diverse place the future is,
filled with every manner of personal device,
such as the exoskeleton that Sigourney Weaver
puts on to punch out the monster in Aliens or
the teleporter in Star Trek. There is every kind of
being, too, from the hyper-intelligent shade of
blue we (sort of) meet in The Hitchhiker's Guide
to the Galaxy to good ol' Chewbacca in Star
Wars. But where, | ask, are the Indians?

| have found only two Aboriginal people in sci-
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ence fiction, Perhaps most sci-fi writers do not
see a place for First Peoples in the future. We
usually represent the past, after all. Or maybe
they think that the future is an era without race
or cthnicity. Whatever it is, only Gene
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und myself at a most
called Creativity,

hnology’s Artificial Intelligence Lab. Foerst
wed us video footage of a robot baby she
her team had created. | mean, there are
ady enough babies in the world. What do
need robot ones for? But | digress.
ething Foerst said became the most signifi-
cant idea of the conference to me.

rst admitted that scientists are just as enam-
ed of science fiction as | am. Just as | had
S pected, they too read about some fabulous,
: a§yet—on|y-imagined technology, get all excited
3 out the “puzzle” and then they try to make

H
cience reality.” | guess she just never read
out Marvin the Paranoid Android.

e point is that we, as creators who imagine
future, have an incredible amount of
wer. By imagining the future, we make it
ppen. And if we want Indians in our future, it
up to us to put them there.
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| did a piece about the future of North America,
called Imagining Indians in the 25th Century. It’s
a bit of web art that allowed me to work out a
scenario in which this continent could once
again be populated and run by Native people. |
was surprised to realize that, far from mass
genocide, all that was really required to achieve
this goal was a shift in our thinking. Instead of
seeing inter-racial marriage as diluting Indian
blood, we could just see it as a means of
increasing the number of people we call Indian.
In other words, we would have to adopt a pol-
icy of inclusion rather than the blood-quan-
tum-measuring policy of exclusion we currently
have to contend with. | know there are a lot of
people out there who want to be Indian, so
what is the problem here?

Quite possibly, the problem is a lack of imagi-
nation. Native people are so busy trying to
regain what was lost in the past that there is
little time to see what we’ll look like in the far
future. The Agreement in Principle recently
signed by the James Bay Cree and the Quebec
and Canadian governments was eagerly
adopted by the Cree mainly because it would
mean they could get jobs building hydro-elec-
tric power plants. Hydro-electricity is on its
way eut, man! The Cree are advocating voca-
tional training for their youth when they
should be encouraging them to be computer
scientists and astrophysicists. Or better yet,
science fiction writers...

Endnote

1. If you do a little Googling, you find that Chacotay is actually

Mayan, from the jungles of South America.






